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Washington Post Foreign Service 
‘MOSCOW, Aug. 22 — If 
a’ light-sleeping Muscovite 
loses his temper at a noisy 


neighbor, he may storm up- 
stairs to complain—or he 
may write a letter to Prav- 
da, the official newsvaper 
of the Soviet Co:nmunist 
Party. 

-The other dav, Pravda 
published a letter from an 
irate citizen who -eated to 
know what had Froo2ned to 
the large-size ervei:ses the 
newspaper said ¢:.2: ear ago 
would soon be jick in sup- 
ply... 

Apparently, «::er another 
reader’s compl. ::. Pravda 
had investigat:< rice large- 


size envelope «"-s-em, and 
reported that c:: shortage 
would soon be cle: ‘ed up. 


“There are 
envelopes h-- 
latest complé cnt 


no large 
Pravda’s 
reported 


from his hu...: in central 
Russia. 

Soviet ciizers have a 
rich, if enrol cated, rela- 
tionship with thir newspa- 
pers, Sovecval jullian citi 


zens write 'c.ters each year, 
some in response to articles 
that appeered in the paper, 
but most af teem offerme 
spontaneous praise. et 
tions or Stiesesitons. Nirets 
per cent of Pravda’s ne 
fall into the susgestion eate- 
gory. 

The 
these 


Soviet recime fakes 
letters deadly seri- 


ously, At Pravda. and a 
department ix ihe bic 
Pravda’s bas 59) employ. 


ees, inciudng fu gull time 


est 


Ictior readers and cicht re. - 
porters wha develop feats 
from letters imta stares 
Ivzvestia, the 


newspaper, has a 

every dette oniu.t dee an 

swered Worhoy three Gis < 
fevestin Saws Gh rece was 

hathaomitien deters a wear 

from about eight million 

subscribers. Pravda, with 10 


million subscribers, gets at 


rs to Latte 
i latter ’ um ¢ 


He 
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least 30. 000 letters a month. 
These statistics seem 
proof cnough that Soviet cit- 
izens take their newspapers 
seriously. The statistics are 
confirmed by visual evi- 
dence; people all over the 
country read the papers. 
This point seems worth 
making. If a publisher in 
Western Europe or America 
tried to sell a newspaper on 


the Soviet model, he would - 


be hooted all the way to 
bankruptey court. Imagine 
the formula: no bad news, 
almost no crime or sensa- 
tion, less than 20 per cent of 
the paper devoted to the 
previous day’s cvents, heav- 
ily and blatantly slanted po- 
litical news, no news of do- 
mestic political debate. no 
comics, little sports and a 
huge daily dose of exnorta- 
tion and propaganda. 

But Soviet readers don’t 
devour every morsel. Soviet 
sociologists have taken read- 
ership sutveys which show 
the public is not too enthusi- 
astic about the exhortation 
and propaganda and prefers 
human interest stories. 

Alost of these surveys are 
regarded as conficantial, 
but an extensive study of 1z- 
vestia’s readers was pub 
lished in 1969. Based on 
6,000 interviews and 15,000 
questionnaires, the survey 
revealed that propasanda 
pieces are the Jeast-read in 
the paper; 18 per cent of the 
interviewees said they read 
them systematically, 

Stavies. on the work of 
sovernment acencies 
auined an 18 per 
readership: cconomie arti- 
cles were read by 23 per 
cent of the sample; editori- 
als by 40 per cent, 

The best read stories con- 


also 
eent 


eorncad human — relations 
Cormorais”), satire. family 
lite exposes of uffielal mal- 


Ssosntiee ard ip fonal 


SA.s arid canuren Nil 
vee Meera reed bs at least 

Urner cent at use policed, 
so Claret, the slorics 

which oceupy the mast 


prominent positions in the 


“alsa 
_ skepticism. 


paper—the articles that sat- 
isfy the Communist idea of ~ 
what a newspaper should: 


. be—were found to be the 


least read, 

The survey also revealed 
substantial skepticism about 
what appeared in Izvestia. 
Of those questioned, more 
than a third expressed Icss 
than full satisfaction with 
‘the completeness and ob- 


jectivity of the international 
news,” 


Qne reason for readers’ 
skeptical reaction appears to 
be the overbearing quality 
of much of the propaganda. 
The former chicf editor of 
Izvestia, Lev Tokunov, com- 
mented on this in an article 
about the propaganda cam- 


paicn that led up to the 50th 
anniversary of the Bolshe- 
vik revolution in 1967. 


“In a number of in-. 
stances,” he wrote, “this 
Work Was purposcless, in- 


cousequontial, 
and, finally, 
Pease through newspaners 
and vou see a large headline 
about the [50th Anniversary] 


suneriicial 
simply dull. 


Judilec, sud under this a 
hope-filled, ringing subbed: 
ine. And under the head: 
lines, sray, Incidental jtems 


Readers inevitakiv reatize 
u! vat the ix (pers Gistort same 
information,’ witch must 
contribute to their 


For example, in all the ar- 
ticles about the first 50 
years of Soviet power pub- 
lished in that enormous 1967 
propaganda campaign, two. 
names never appeared: Jo- 
seph Stalin and Nikita 


- Khrushchev. The men who 


Ied the country for 40 of. 
those 50 years were too con- 
troversial in 1967 to be men- 


tioned. : a 
One Soviet journalist: 
theorized in an interview 


that readers would miss cer- 
tain kinds of propaganda in 
their papers, even if they 
don't read it now. 

An example, he said, was 


- the harvest stories which fill 


the papers each August and 
September. These prahably 


arei’t widely read, he said, 
but if they weren't printed 
people would wonder if the 
harvest were gaing badly. 

Another journalist  sug- 
gested that Soviet citizens 
react differently to news 
than people in the West. If 
Walter Cronkite announced 
that scientists thoucht they 
had found a cure for cancer, 
this Russian suggested, 
Amevicans would react cau- 
tiously because they are 
used to a flood of sensa- 
tional storics which often 
turn out to be false 

“But a tiny article in 
Pravda about a possible can- 
cer curve would cause a‘ sen- 
sation here, because papers 
are read differently,” he 
said. The popular assump- 
tion is that if Pravda men- 
tions something in any way, 
it must he important, ae- 
cording to this journalist. 

(The regulations of the 
government censor specifi- 
cally prohibit) publishing 
any stories about possible 
caneer cures Without special 
permission.) 

Soviet editors aren't al- 
ways Evided by a concern 


continucd - 
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